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When a disaster threatens or strikes, the Red Cross is
there. This year we responded to 28 local disasters. We helped
97 affected individuals and families with emergency food,
shelter and supplies. Because being prepared can make your
family and community safer and sometimes minimize injury
and destruction, we provided 842 individuals with disaster
preparedness information and 728 school aged children
received educational materials on disaster.

Every two seconds, someone in the United States needs
blood. Thanks to generous blood donors, the Red Cross
collects and distributes nearly half the nation’s blood supply.
Over the last year, we collected 10,144 units of blood and
30,432 patients had their blood needs met.

The international tracing program helps local families
find relatives with whom they have lost contact because of a
natural disaster, war or internal conflict. Although we did not
have any international tracing cases this past year, 625
students received humanitarian law and Geneva Convention
information.

We depend on volunteers of all ages and backgrounds
to carry on our work. Volunteers constitute 97 percent of our
total workforce, serving as members of the board, instructors
teaching lifesaving skills, disaster action team members, office
administrators, event organizers and more. This year, 1,122
volunteers made the work of the chapter possible, providing
community programs and services to 11,054 individuals in
the St. Croix Valley area.

From First Aid, CPR and AED training to swimming,
lifeguarding and babrysitting, American Red Cross programs
help people lead safer and healthier lives. This year, 6,817
individuals learned lifesaving skills through classes offered
by the chapter. 156 individuals were assisted at first aid
stations and/or blood pressure screenings.

The American Red Cross provides communication
between those in the Armed Forces and their families. We
have a worldwide network that reaches service members
wherever they are to communicate a birth, death or illness.
This year we provided emergency connections for 130
military families.

The American Red Cross is not a government agency
and all Red Cross disaster assistance is freely given thanks to
the generosity of people in our local communities. 856
generous individual, corporate and foundation donors made
our work possible right here in the St. Croix Valley. Our
volunteers raised over $65,000 during special events that
included Evening in Red, Rockin’ for the Red and many other
events throughout our communities. ~ All proceeds provide
programs and services in Eastern Washington County,
Minnesota, Polk and St. Croix Counties in Wisconsin.

The St. Croix Valley Chapter has always had a strong
commitment to youth involvement. Many of our youth serve on
the board of directors as well as the disaster action team. They
help with various fundraising events, projects and disaster exer-
cises throughout the year. The youth are our future and we are
proud that so many volunteer their time with our chapter.
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